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Welcome Message

Welcome Message

Dear friends,

The world has gone through 3 years of the COVID-19 pandemic, and many of you spearheaded 

your respective country, region, or hospital’s COVID-19 response, caring for patients and 

conducting research to better understand the best ways to overcome this pandemic.

Now that the pandemic’s impact on humanity begins to come to an end, with our clinical and 

research activities adapting to a new norm, this is the best time for the sisters and brothers of 

APSID to reunite, reconnect, and pursue our passion for inborn errors of immunity (IEI). As APSID 

was founded in Hong Kong in 2016, I could think of no better place for us to reunite during the 

initial post-pandemic period.

Seven years have passed since the conception of APSID, and there has been tremendous 

progress in IEI care and research in Asia. There are now more and more advanced research 

groups in Asia in the field of IEI, with many novel IEI genes discovered, new treatment strategies 

pioneered, and many collaborative studies published. This will be APSID’s first Advanced IEI 

School, which aims to allow participants to share their clinical expertise, update on research 

progress, and train a new generation of IEI clinician-scientists. I encourage junior members from 

every clinical and academic IEI centre to submit their most difficult cases and novel research 

findings to this Inaugural Advanced APSID IEI School in Hong Kong, come gather to gain 

exposure for their budding research, and spark new opportunities for collaboration.

Let’s reunite in Hong Kong!

Prof Yu Lung Lau

APSID Founding President and School Chair 

The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
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Program

Program

18:00 Welcome Dinner

Venue: The Helena May

For student presenters and faculty

Dress code: smart casual

Day 0 April 21, 2023

Day 1 April 22, 2023 Clinical Day

11:00 Poster Walk

09:00 Atopy

Clinical cases moderated 

by Stuart Turvey and Jaime Rosa Duque

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Stuart Turvey
BC Children’s Hospital, Canada

Presenter Chair

Human Germline Heterozygous Gain-of-Function 

STAT6 Variants Cause Severe Allergic Disease

Mehul Sharma
Vancouver, Canada

Jaime Rosa Duque09:15

A case of severe eosinophilic gastroenteritis 

caused by a novel STAT6 gain-of-function variant

Fumiaki Sakura 
Hiroshima, Japan

Jaime Rosa Duque09:25

A refractory pediatric case of eosinophilic 

granulomatosis with polyangiitis due to

a novel NFKB2 mutation

Lin Li
Sichuan, China

Stuart Turvey09:35

10:00 Autoinflammation

Clinical cases moderated 

by Mingsheng Ma and Vignesh Pandiarajan

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Mingsheng Ma
Peking Union Medical College Hospital

Presenter Chair

Clinical heterogeneity of NLRP12-associated 

autoinflammatory diseases

Yue Li 
Beijing, China

Vignesh Pandiarajan10:15

The crossroads between Immunodeficiency 

and autoinflammation

Sohilla Lotfy 
Cairo, Egypt

Mingsheng Ma10:25

Cleavage-resistant RIPK1-induced 

autoinflammatory syndrome

Harikrishnan Gangadharan 
Kerala, India

Vignesh Pandiarajan10:35

13:00 Lunch Workshop: Immunological Diagnostics

Chaired by Wenwei Tu and Zarina Zainudeen
Speaker 

Brahim Belaid
Beni Messous Hospital 
Center, Algeria

Speaker 

Melanie Wong
Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead, Australia

12:00 Presented by Pfizer: Viral and Mycobacterial Infections

Clinical cases moderated by Huawei Mao 

and Pamela Lee

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker

Huawei Mao
Beijing Children’s Hospital, China

Presenter Chair

Multiple immune defects in two patients with novel 

DOCK2 mutations result in recurrent multiple 

infection including live attenuated virus vaccine

Wenhui Li
Chongqing, China

Huawei Mao12:15

Long road to recovery of one IFNGR1 deficiency 

case: from head to calf, from BCG to NTM

Wenjing Zhang
Beijing, China

Pamela Lee12:25

Recurrent non-tubercular mycobacterial infection 

in unusual area in a combined immunodeficiency

Harsha Sonak
Vellore, India

Huawei Mao12:35
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17:40 The 3rd Professor Yu Lung Lau Oration

The Implementation of Newborn Screening for IEI in Brazil: 

The Perspective of a Developing Country

Chaired by Surjit Singh
Speaker 

Antonio Condino-Neto
University of Sao Paolo, Brazil

18:10 Faculty Dinner

Venue: FAM

For faculty and Platinum sponsors

15:40 Poster Walk

13:50 Presented by CSL Behring: Common Variable Immunodeficiency

Clinical cases moderated 

by Klaus Warnatz and Hans Ochs

featuring oral abstracts
Presenter Chair

Abatacept with rapamycin significantly improved 

pulmonary fibrosis in a patient with LRBA deficiency

Wenli He 
Chongqing, China

Hans Ochs14:05

CMV retinitis in a patient with NFKB2 mutation Haijuan Xiao 
Beijing, China

Hans Ochs14:15

Tubercular meningitis in a child with novel LRBA 

deficiency

Ajeitha Loganathan 
Coimbatre, India

Hans Ochs14:25

Speaker 

Klaus Warnatz (Pre-recorded talk)

Medical Center – University of Freiburg, Germany

14:50 Presented by MSD: Bacterial Infections

Clinical cases moderated 

by Hirokazu Kanegane and Melanie Wong

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker

Hirokazu Kanegane
Tokyo Medical and Dental University Hospital, Japan

Presenter Chair

Infections due to Burkholderia Sp. in children 

with chronic granulomatous disease

Munish Arora 
Chandigarh, India

Melanie Wong15:05

Lung surgery in STAT3 loss-of-function mutation: 

is it advisable?

Mahnaz Jamee 
Tehran, Iran

Hirokazu Kanegane15:15

16:40 Fungal Infections

Clinical cases moderated 

by Satoshi Okada and Jonie Santos-Ocampo

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Satoshi Okada
Hiroshima University Hospital, Japan

Presenter Chair

CARD9 c.820dup is a founder effect in East Asia Dan Tomomasa
Tokyo, Japan

Satoshi Okada16:55

Disseminated histoplasmosis in a Brazilian patient 

with G6PD deficiency caused by class I variant

Ranieri Salgado
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Satoshi Okada17:05

Single cell transcriptome revealed different 

cellular and transcriptional signature in PBMCs 

from patients with STAT1 GOF/LOF mutations

Yuting Sun
Chongqing, China

Jonie Santos-Ocampo17:15
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Program 

Day 2 April 23, 2023 Advanced Day

Panel discussion: How to discover novel IEI genes in Asian patients

10:00 Novel Gene Discovery

Chaired by Stuart Turvey and Wanling Yang
Speaker 

Tomohiro Morio
Tokyo Medical and Dental 
University Hospital, Japan

Speaker 

Qing Zhou
Zhejiang University, China

Speaker 

Yuxia Zhang
Guangzhou Children’s and Women’s Medical Center, China

11:00 Poster Walk

08:30 Keynote Lecture: History of IEI in China

Chaired by Yu Lung Lau
Speaker

Xiaodong Zhao
Second Affiliated Hospital of 
Chongqing Medical University, China

08:15 Keynote Lecture: History of IEI

Chaired by Yu Lung Lau Speaker

Hans Ochs
Seattle Children’s Hospital, USA

13:00 Lunch Workshop: Molecular Diagnostics

Chaired by Woei Kang Liew and 

Antonio Condino-Neto

Speaker 

Narissara Suratannon
King Chulalongkorn 

Memorial Hospital, Thailand

Speaker 

Wanling Yang
University of Hong Kong, 
Hong Kong

Presenter Chair

A multicenter cohort study of immune dysregulation 

disorders caused by ELF4 mutations in China

Gan Sun
Chongqing, China

Youjia Zhong09:15

Prospective study on the efficacy and impact 

of Cascade Screening and Evaluation of HAE 

(CaSE-HAE)

Jane Wong
Hong Kong, China

Youjia Zhong09:25

PID care in development: 

Everest ahead yet to be scaled

Dharmagat Bhattarai 
Kathmandu, Nepal

Youjia Zhong09:35

Panel discussion: What can APSID registry contribute to IEI research

09:00 Registry

Chaired by Youjia Zhong

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Yae Jean Kim (Pre-recorded talk)

Samsung Medical Center, Korea

Presenter Chair

Newborn screening using TREC/KREC/RNase P 

triplex assay - the first pilot study in China

Lu Yang
Chongqing, China

Huawei Mao12:15

Value of TREC levels in the diagnosis of PID 

in children

Van Anh Nguyen Thi 
Hanoi, Vietnam

Kohsuke Imai12:25

TREC and KREC in patients with CVID Anit Kaur 
Chandigarh, India

Kohsuke Imai12:35

Panel discussion: Should we include KREC in newborn screening

12:00 Screening

Chaired by Huawei Mao

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Kohsuke Imai
National Defense Medical College Hospital, Japan
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18:35 Closing Remarks and Awards

19:00 APSID EB Working Dinner Venue: Nam Fong (For APSID EB)

15:45 Poster Walk

Presenter Chair

A semi-automated variant ranking system based 

on ACMG pathogenecity interpretation guideline

Xingtian Yang 
Hong Kong, China

Narissara Suratannon13:50

Difficulties in targeted NGS for inborn errors of 

immunity

Madhubala Sharma 
Chandigarh, India

Narissara Suratannon14:00

The first compound heterozygous novel variants 

in CD55 in two siblings manifested as early-onset 

inflammatory bowel disease

Tharida 

Khongcharoensombat 
Bangkok, Thailand

Wanling Yang14:10

Novel variant in ORAI1, an inherited channelopathy, 

causing severe combined immunodeficiency, 

autoimmunity, enamel hypoplasia, and hypotonia.

Onnicha 

Chaiseksamphan 
Bangkok, Thailand

Wanling Yang14:20

13:50 Molecular Diagnostics

Chaired by Narissara Suratannon and Wanling Yang

featuring oral abstracts

Presenter Chair

Stem cell transplantation for

Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome

Le Nguyen Ngoc Quynh 
Hanoi, Vietnam

Wing Leung15:00

HSCT and vaccine related infections in children 

with Inborn Errors of Immunity

Suresh RD
Chennai, India

Wing Leung15:10

Emerging spectrum of DOCK8 deficiency and 

challenges associated with HSCT

Kavitha Ganesan
Chennai, India

Andrew Gennery15:20

Panel discussion: HSCT for primary immune dysregulation diseases

14:45 HSCT

Chaired by Wing Leung

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Andrew Gennery
NHS University hospital upon Tyne, UK

Presenter Chair

Successful Preclinical Gene Therapy Study for 

X-SCID

Qiling Xu 
Chongqing, China

Godfrey Chan17:00

Gene editing of APDS Anle Zeng
Chongqing, China

Godfrey Chan17:10

Panel discussion: How to introduce gene and cellular therapy to Asia

16:45 Gene therapy

Chaired by Godfrey Chan

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Thomas Whittaker (Pre-recorded talk)

Great Ormond Street Hospital, UK

Presenter Chair

Immune dysregulation in Covid-19 associated 

mucormycosis

Manpreet Dhaliwal 
Chandigarh, India

Satoshi Okada17:50

A case with XLA died of meningoencephalitis 

caused by COVID-19

Hung Tran 
Hanoi, Vietnam

Yu Lung Lau18:00

Convalescent Plasma Achieved SARS-CoV-2 

Viral Clearance in a Patient With Severe 

Combined Immunodeficiency

Rongxin Dai 
Chongqing, China

Satoshi Okada18:10

Panel discussion: Should we give seasonal COVID boosters to IEI patients

17:35 Presented by SINOVAC: COVID-19

Chaired by Satoshi Okada 

featuring oral abstracts

Speaker 

Yu Lung Lau
APSID Founding President and School Chair
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Presented by Yu Lung Lau and Surjit Singh
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Poster Walk

Poster Walk

Day 1 April 22, 2023 Clinical Day

Faculty

4 abstracts by Bui, Chavoshzadeh, Wong and Yaakoubi Stuart Turvey and 

Jaime Rosa Duque

5 abstracts by Deng, Li, Mou and Xu Qing Zhou and 

Melanie Wong

4 abstracts by Kaneko, Lu, Nandakumar and Thangaraj Mingsheng Ma and 

Kai Ning Cheong

4 abstracts by Patra, Pilania and Wakatsuki Yuxia Zhang and 

Vignesh Pandiarajan

4 abstracts by Meiping, Nong, Shamsul Bahrain and Zheng Yunfei An and 

Hans Ochs

11:00 Poster Walk

Faculty

4 abstracts by Baral, Hasan, Phan and Zainul Fadziruddin Hans Ochs and 

Fatima Santos Ocampo

4 abstracts by Chen, Shaly and Wang Satoshi Okada and 

Antonio Condino Neto

4 abstracts by Basu, Tang, Tyagi and Xing Pamela Lee and 

Youjia Zhong

4 abstracts by Alkady, Islam, Nadig and Zhang Huawei Mao and 

Tomohiro Morio

4 abstracts by Quiambao, Shafiei and Zheng Brahim Belaid and 

Xiaodong Zhao

15:40 Poster Walk

Scan 

to see
the abstracts

Scan 

to see
the abstracts

A

A

B

B

C

C

D

D

E

E
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Poster Walk

Day 2 April 23, 2023 Advanced Day

Faculty

Faculty

5 abstracts by Chan, Lai, Roy and Zainudeen Yu Lung Lau and 

Vignesh Pandiarajan

4 abstracts by  Pilania, L. Shu and Z. Shu (Gu) Wanling Yang and 

Youjia Zhong

4 abstracts by Gao, Ghadimi, Loganathan and Nguyen Brahim Belaid and 

Amit Rawat

5 abstracts by Banday, Gu, Li and Ng Hans Ochs and 

Yu Lung Lau

4 abstracts by  Bhattarai, Lim, Sarmin and Yenigalla Andrew Gennery and 

Kohsuke Imai

4 abstracts by DAS, Ganesan, Guendulain and RD Woei Kang Liew and 

Amit Rawat

5 abstracts by Chougule, Hou (Tang), Kim,  Natarajan and Nguyen Thi Surjit Singh and 

Yuxia Zhang

5 abstracts by Cheong, Huang, Petrosyan, Suksai and Wong Woei Kang Liew and 

Fatima Santos Ocampo

4 abstracts by Hà, Jamee, Kim and Loganathan Hirokazu Kanegane and 

Yunfei An

4 abstracts by Baek, Gao, Liang and Sharma Narissara Suratannon and 

Zarina Zainudeen

11:00 Poster Walk

15:45 Poster Walk

Scan 

to see
the abstracts

Scan 

to see
the abstracts

A

A

B

B

C

C

D

D

E

E
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Faculty

Faculty

Amit Rawat
PGIMER Chandigarh, India

Professor Amit Rawat is a leading expert in Pediatric Allergy and Immunology and currently 
serves as a professor at the Allergy Immunology Unit, Department of Pediatrics, at the 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER) in Chandigarh, India. 
His research interests encompass genetic defects in antibody deficiencies, complement 
deficiencies, and monogenic forms of systemic lupus erythematosus. Prof. Rawat also 
investigates autoimmunity in chronic granulomatous disease, contributing significantly to the 
advancement of understanding and treatment of pediatric immune disorders.

Andrew Gennery
NHS University hospital upon Tyne, UK

Professor Andrew Gennery is a distinguished Paediatric Immunologist specializing in Hematopoietic 
Stem Cell Transplantation (HSCT) at Newcastle University’s Faculty of Medical Sciences in the UK. 
In addition to his academic role, he serves as an Honorary Consultant Paediatric Immunologist at 
the Great North Children’s Hospital. Prof. Gennery’s research focuses on polysaccharide antibody 
responses, VDJ recombination in primary immunodeficiency, immune reconstitution post bone 
marrow transplantation, and immunodeficiency in DiGeorge syndrome. His work has greatly 
contributed to the treatment of primary immunodeficiency disorders.

Antonio Condino-Neto
University of Sao Paolo, Brazil

Professor Antonio Condino-Neto, a renowned immunologist, recently retired from his position 
as Professor of Immunology and Experimental Medicine at the Institute of Biomedical Sciences, 
University of Sao Paulo. He now serves as Chief Medical Officer at Immunogenic Laboratories, 
São Paulo, and continues to direct the Jeffrey Modell Center of Primary Immunodeficiencies. 
Additionally, Prof. Condino-Neto acts as a Senior Scientific Consultant at Instituto Jô Clemente 
and Instituto Pensi / Hospital Sabará / Pediatric Allergy-Immunology. His expertise spans 
translational research, clinical trials, and medical practice in immunology, allergy, and primary 
immunodeficiencies. He will be delivering the third Professor Yu Lung Lau Oration.
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Faculty

Brahim Belaid
Beni Messous Hospital Center, Algeria

Assistant Professor Brahim Belaid is a respected immunologist at the Department of Medical 
Immunology, Beni Messous Hospital Center, University of Algiers 1, Algeria. He also heads the 
Cellular Immunology and Flow Cytometry Unit within the department. Dr. Belaid’s research interests 
include immunology, allergology, autoimmunity, immunodeficiencies, and immunogenetics. His 
work has made a significant impact on the understanding and treatment of various immunological 
disorders, contributing to the advancement of diagnostic immunology in the region.

Daniel Leung
Organizing and Scientific Secretary  
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Daniel Leung is an MBBS PhD student at the Department of Paediatrics and Adolescent 
Medicine at The University of Hong Kong. His research interests lie in understanding how 
genetic variations influence immunity and immune responses to vaccines. Utilizing advanced 
omics technologies, such as genome sequencing and transcriptomics, Daniel delves into the 
intricate relationships between the immune system and DNA. He was part of an international 
team that identified a novel inborn error, STAT6 gain-of-function defect, which underlies 
severe allergic diseases. As Organizing and Scientific Secretary, Daniel plays a key role in 
shaping the conference’s scientific discourse.

Fatima Jonie Santos Ocampo
Makati Medical Centre, the Philippines

Dr. Fatima J Santos Ocampo is a renowned Consultant in the Section of Allergy/Immunology 
at the Department of Pediatrics at the Makati Medical Center in Makati City, The Philippines. As 
the Representative of the Philippine Society of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology, she plays a 
significant role in advancing the Asia Pacific Society for Immunodeficiencies and the field of IEI in 
the Philippines. Dr. Santos-Ocampo’s expertise lies in the diagnosis and treatment of allergic and 
immunological disorders, making her a highly respected clinician in her field.
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Faculty

Faculty

Hans Ochs
Seattle Children’s Hospital, USA

Hans Ochs is a highly distinguished Professor of Pediatrics at the Seattle Children’s Hospital in the 
United States. He holds the prestigious Jeffrey Modell Endowed Chair in Pediatric Immunology 
Research and serves as the Principal Investigator for the Center for Immunity and Immunotherapies. 
Prof. Ochs’ research interests encompass the molecular basis of primary immunodeficiency 
disorders, autoimmunity and immune dysregulation, regulatory T cells and mutations of FOXP3, 
and the eventual consequences of heterozygous hypermorphic STAT3 mutations and their 
relationship to autosomal dominant Hyper IgE syndrome.

He has made significant contributions to the field of pediatric immunology, including 
identifying the genes causative of Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome (WAS) and immune dysregulation, 
polyendocrinopathy, enteropathy, X-linked (IPEX) syndrome. Prof. Ochs’ work has contributed 
significantly to the understanding and treatment of primary immunodeficiency disorders, improving 
patient outcomes and quality of life.

Godfrey Chan
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Godfrey Chan is a highly respected Clinical Professor at the School of Clinical Medicine, The 
University of Hong Kong. He holds the prestigious Tsao Yen-Chow Endowed Professorship in 
Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine. Additionally, he is the Director of the Molecular Laboratory 
for Traditional Chinese Medicine and the Service Head of Paediatric Oncology at the Hong 
Kong Children’s Hospital. Prof. Chan’s research focuses on the interactions between human 
mesenchymal stem cells, dendritic cells, and neuroblastoma cells, as well as the development 
of new treatment modalities for neurogenic tumors such as neuroblastoma and brain tumors. His 
work has significantly advanced the understanding and treatment of pediatric cancers, improving 
outcomes for young patients.

Hirokazu Kanegane
Tokyo Medical and Dental University Hospital, Japan

Hirokazu Kanegane is a highly respected Professor of Immunology, Hematology, and 
Oncology at Tokyo Medical and Dental University in Japan. His research interests include 
primary immunodeficiency diseases, pediatrics, and fetal medicine. Prof. Kanegane is 
known for his innovative treatment approaches, which have improved patient outcomes. 
He is the President-elect of the Asia Pacific Society for Immunodeficiencies, a testament 
to his leadership and contributions to the field. His work has advanced the understanding 
of immunology and led to the development of innovative treatments for patients with 
immunodeficiency diseases.
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Faculty

Huawei Mao
Beijing Children’s Hospital, China

Huawei Mao is a Professor at Beijing Children’s Hospital, Capital Medical University in China, and 
an expert in immunology, primary immunodeficiencies, and target therapy for autoinflammatory 
diseases. Dr. Mao’s research interests also include the development of new therapeutic strategies 
for primary immunodeficiencies and hematopoietic stem cell transplant. He has published 
numerous research papers in high-impact journals, and is actively involved in teaching and training 
the next generation of immunologists in China. Dr. Mao is a member of the Chinese Society of 
Immunology and serves on the editorial board of several international immunology journals.

Jaime Rosa Duque
Organizing and Scientific Chair
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

Jaime Rosa Duque is a Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Hong Kong and Queen 
Mary Hospital in Hong Kong. Dr. Duque’s research focuses on vaccinology, allergy and IEI. He 
has published numerous research papers in high-impact journals, and is involved in teaching and 
training the next generation of immunologists. He is the Organizing and Scientific Chair for the 
Inaugural Advanced APSID IEI School.

Kai N Cheong
Hong Kong Children’s Hospital, Hong Kong

Dr. Kai N Cheong is an Associate Consultant in Paediatric Rheumatology & Immunology at 
the Hong Kong Children’s Hospital. With a strong background in both paediatric immunology 
and rheumatology, he is dedicated to providing comprehensive care to children with complex 
immune and rheumatic disorders.

13



Faculty

Faculty

Klaus Warnatz
Medical Center – University of Freiburg, Germany

Klaus Warnatz is a Senior Consultant at the Center for Chronic Immunodeficiency at the 
Medical Center of the University of Freiburg in Germany, specializing in primary and secondary 
immunodeficiency disorders of adults. His research interests include classification, diagnostics, and 
pathogenesis of disorders such as Common Variable Immunodeficiency (CVID), Idiopathic CD4 
Lymphocytopenia (ICL), and Secondary Immunodeficiency due to Immunosuppressive Therapy. 
Prof. Warnatz has published extensively in high-impact journals and is involved in training the next 
generation of physicians and researchers in immunology and immunodeficiency disorders. Prof 
Warnatz will be joining virtually.

Kohsuke Imai
National Defense Medical College Hospital, Japan

Kohsuke Imai is Professor and Department Head at National Defense Medical College Hospital 
in Japan, specializing in primary immunodeficiencies (PIDs). He is interested in genetic diagnosis, 
clinical database construction, and understanding the molecular mechanisms of PIDs, including 
hyper-IgM syndrome, combined immunodeficiency, common variable immunodeficiency, 
and B cell deficiency. He was the first to show human UNG deficiency caused hyper-IgM 
syndrome. Dr. Imai’s research also focuses on hematopoietic stem cell transplantation 
and gene therapy for PIDs. 

Melanie Wong
Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Australia

Melanie Wong is a clinical immunologist and co-head of the Immunology and Allergy Department 
at the Children’s Hospital at Westmead in Australia. She is a Past President of the Australasian 
Society of Clinical Immunology and Allergy and is actively involved in medical education and 
training. Dr. Wong’s clinical and research interests include primary immunodeficiencies, such as 
newborn screening, genetic testing, and transplantation. 
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Faculty

Narissara Suratannon
King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital, Thailand

Narissara Suratannon is an Assistant Professor at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, 
Thailand. She is a member of the Pediatric Allergy and Clinical Immunology Research Unit 
and is actively involved in research on allergy and immunology. Her research interests 
include immunotherapy, gut microbiome, allergic diseases, and prebiotics. She recently 
defined a novel IEI underlying severe allergic disease, STAT6 gain-of-function disease.

Mingsheng Ma
Peking Union Medical College Hospital

Mingsheng Ma is an Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatrics at Peking Union 
Medical College Hospital, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences. He specializes in the 
diagnosis and treatment of pediatric immune diseases such as auto-inflammatory diseases, 
inborn errors of immunity, juvenile idiopathic arthritis, systemic sclerosis, as well as other rare 
genetic conditions in children like Prader-Willi syndrome and glycogen storage diseases. He 
has contributed to several national research projects, including the National Key Research & 
Development Program on Precision Diagnosis and Treatment for Pediatric Immune Diseases. 
Professor Ma has been recognized for his work with the Young Researcher Award from the 
Asian Society for Pediatric Research. He is a prolific author with publications in well-known 
scientific journals and is renowned for his commitment to improving the lives of children with 
complex and rare medical conditions.

Pamela P Lee
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Dr. Pamela P Lee is an Associate Professor in the Department of Paediatrics and Adolescent 
Medicine at the University of Hong Kong, as well as Assistant Dean (Clinical Curriculum) and 
Programme Director (Pedagogy and Training) at the Bau Institute of Medical and Health Sciences 
Education. Dr. Lee’s research interests focus on inflammasome biology and the immunoregulatory 
mechanisms of type I interferon signaling, primary immunodeficiencies, and immunodysregulatory 
disorders. Her dedication to advancing knowledge in these areas has made her a respected 
expert in the field.
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Faculty

Pandiarajan Vignesh
PGIMER Chandigarh, India

Pandiarajan Vignesh is an Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatrics at the 
Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER) in Chandigarh, 
India. He specializes in pediatric immunology and pediatric rheumatology and has a 
strong research interest in these areas.

Qing Zhou
Zhejiang University

Prof. Qing Zhou is an accomplished investigator at the Life Sciences Institute of Zhejiang University, 
China. She is known for her groundbreaking discoveries in novel inborn errors of immunity 
underlying autoinflammatory diseases, such as early-onset stroke and vasculopathy associated 
with ADA2 mutations, A20 haploinsufficiency due to TNFAIP3 loss-of-function mutations, and a 
dominantly inherited autoinflammatory disease with immunodeficiency caused by a hypermorphic 
missense mutation in PLCG2. Her most recent work revealed a low-ratio somatic NLRC4 mutation 
causing late-onset autoinflammatory disease. Dr. Zhou’s research significantly advances the 
understanding of genetic influences on diseases and contributes to innovative therapeutic 
approaches.

Satoshi Okada
Hiroshima University Hospital, Japan

Satoshi Okada is a Professor at the Graduate School of Biomedical and Health Sciences at 
Hiroshima University in Japan. He is a recognized expert in the field of inborn errors of immunity 
(IEI) and immunodeficiency and has made significant contributions to the understanding of these 
disorders. Dr. Okada’s research interests include pediatrics and he has published research papers 
in many high-impact journals, including The Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology. His most 
notable contributions to the field of IEI include the discovery of human STAT1 gain-of-function 
disease and biallelic RORC deficiency.
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Stuart Turvey
BC Children’s Hospital, Canada

Stuart Turvey is a Professor in the Division of Allergy and Immunology at the University of British 
Columbia’s Faculty of Medicine in Canada. He is an Investigator at BC Children’s Hospital, 
Canada Research Chair in Pediatric Precision Health, and Aubrey J. Tingle Professor of Pediatric 
Immunology. His research focuses on the role of innate immunity in infectious and inflammatory 
diseases of childhood, using detailed immunological, genomic, and proteomic analyses. Dr. 
Turvey has published extensively in high-impact journals and has received numerous awards for 
his contributions to pediatric immunology research. In IEI, he most recently led the discovery of 
STAT6 gain-of-function disease, dominant IRF4 immunodeficiency, complete NFAT1 deficiency, 
and OSMR deficiency.

Surjit Singh
PGIMER Chandigarh, India

Surjit Singh is a Professor at The Allergy Immunology Unit, Department of Pediatrics, Advanced 
Pediatrics Centre, Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER), 
Chandigarh, India. He is the current President of the Asia Pacific Society for Immunodeficiencies. 
Dr. Singh’s research interests include primary immunodeficiency, humoral immunodeficiency, 
combined immunodeficiency, and other aspects of pediatric immunology. He has published 
extensively in peer-reviewed journals and is highly regarded for his expertise in the field of 
primary immunodeficiencies.

Thomas Whittaker
Great Ormond Street Hospital, UK

Tom Whittaker is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at GOSH ICH. Tom received his undergraduate 
and Master’s degrees in Biochemistry from the University of Cambridge, and received his 
Ph.D in Regenerative Medicine from Imperial College London. His current research focuses 
on gene therapy approaches using Lentivirus, Adeno-Associated Virus and CRISPR to treat 
primary immunodeficiencies, with a focus on Chronic Granulomatous Disease. He also works 
on developing new virus-free technologies for gene therapy to minimise toxicity and off-target 
effects in order to improve safety and long-term engraftment.
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Faculty

Wanling Yang
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Wanling Yang is a Professor in the Department of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine at 
the School of Clinical Medicine, The University of Hong Kong. His research interests focus on 
genetic studies related to systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), molecular diagnosis for Mendelian 
diseases, bioinformatics, and genomics. He has contributed to the identification of novel genetic 
factors that predispose to SLE and developed genomics pipelines for identifying disease-causing 
variants in Mendelian disorders, including IEI, thalassemia, and neuromuscular disorders.

Wenwei Tu
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Wenwei Tu is a Professor of Department of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine at the University 
of Hong Kong. His research focuses on translational immunology, including viral immunology, 
transplantation immunology, and the development of humanized mouse models for studying 
human immune systems. He has made significant contributions to the understanding of immune 
responses to viral infections, such as HIV and influenza, and to the development of novel 
therapeutic approaches for treating viral infections and cancer.

Tomohiro Morio
Tokyo Medical and Dental University Hospital, Japan

Tomohiro Morio is a Professor in Pediatrics and Developmental Biology at Tokyo Medical 
and Dental University Hospital, Japan, and Vice President of Information and International 
Exchange at the same university. His research interests include immunodeficiency, infection, 
class switching, DNA damage response, and regenerative medicine. Prof. Morio is a member 
of the IUIS Expert Committee on IEI, and is an international leader in the field of IEI.
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Wing Leung
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Professor Wing Leung is the Head of Department and Clinical Professor in the Department of 
Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine at the School of Clinical Medicine, University of Hong Kong. 
He has a keen research interest in cell therapy for cancer and infectious diseases, as well as 
the paediatric immunome. His work focuses on exploring new treatment options for cancer and 
infectious diseases using cutting-edge techniques, and understanding the complex immune 
system in children. With his expertise, he has made significant contributions to the field of paediatric 
immunology and continues to drive advancements in this field.

Woei Kang Liew
KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital, Singapore

Dr. Woei Kang Liew is a distinguished paediatrician with a sub-specialization in Paediatric 
Allergy, Immunology, and Rheumatology. He serves as the Genetics and Genomics Working 
Party Chair for the Asia Pacific Society for Immunodeficiencies (APSID) and represents the 
Allergy and Clinical Immunology Society of Singapore on the APSID Executive Board. Dr. 
Liew brings his expertise to the Rheumatology and Immunology Service at the renowned KK 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital in Singapore as a Visiting Senior Consultant Paediatrician.

Xiaodong Zhao
Second Affiliated Hospital of Chongqing Medical University, China

Prof. Xiaodong Zhao is a highly respected Professor and President at the Second Affiliated Hospital 
of Chongqing Medical University in China. His research interests encompass Clinical Immunology 
and the pathogenesis of primary immunodeficiency diseases. Prof. Zhao’s work delves into 
immune cell differentiation and memory establishment in cytoskeleton-related diseases, such as 
Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome and DOCK8 deficiency. Additionally, he is dedicated to identifying novel 
genes in primary immunodeficiency diseases and developing innovative therapeutic strategies. 
With his expertise and dedication, Prof. Zhao contributes significantly to the understanding and 
treatment of these rare conditions.
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Youjia Zhong
National University Health System, Singapore

Dr. Youjia Zhong is an emerging young talent in the field of primary immunodeficiency 
diseases (PID) in Asia. As a Consultant Paediatrician at the Department of Paediatrics in 
National University Hospital, Singapore, she is dedicated to advancing the understanding 
and treatment of paediatric immunological disorders. Her research interests span paediatrics, 
clinical immunology, asthma, and allergy.

Yae Jean Kim
Samsung Medical Center, Korea

Prof. Yae Jean Kim is a renowned Professor of Pediatrics at the Samsung Medical Center and 
Sungkyunkwan University School of Medicine in Korea. As a world-leading expert in human 
coronaviruses, her research has significantly impacted our understanding of these viruses. 
Prof. Kim’s additional interests include paediatric infectious diseases, primary immune 
deficiency, tuberculosis, fever of unknown origin, travel medicine, and tropical medicine. Her 
contributions to the field have made her a highly respected authority in infectious diseases 
and an esteemed speaker at the Asia Pacific Society for Immunodeficiencies conference. 
Prof. Kim will be joining virtually.

Yu Lung Lau
APSID Founding President and School Chair
The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Prof. Yu Lung Lau is the Founding President of APSID and serves as the Chair Professor of 
Paediatrics and Doris Zimmern Professor in Community Child Health at the University of 
Hong Kong. He has made significant strides in the field of immunodeficiencies, establishing 
the Asian PID Network and providing free molecular diagnostics to thousands of patients 
across Asia and Africa. His research interests include primary immunodeficiencies, systemic 
lupus erythematosus, immune responses to pathogens, modulation of immune cells by 
apoptotic cells, infectious diseases, vaccine studies, thalassaemia, and hematopoietic stem 
cell transplants. Prof. Lau is the School Chair for the Inaugural Advanced APSID IEI School.
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Yunfei An
Children’s Hospital of Chongqing Medical University

Dr. Yunfei An is an Associate Professor at the Children’s Hospital of Chongqing Medical University 
in Chongqing, China. With a strong background in pediatrics and pediatric immunology, he has 
devoted his career to advancing the understanding and treatment of immunodeficiencies, with a 
particular focus on hyper-IgE syndrome. Dr. An’s research contributions and dedication to the field 
make him a highly respected emerging expert in IEI in China.

Yuxia Zhang
Guangzhou Children’s and Women’s Medical Center, China

Dr. Yuxia Zhang is a Principal Investigator at the Guangzhou Women and Children’s Medical Center 
in China. With her research published in prestigious journals such as Cell, Nature Immunology, 
Science Immunology, Science Translational Medicine, Blood, and the Journal of Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology, she has made a significant impact in the field of immunology. Dr. Zhang’s research 
interests include bridging mouse and human immunology studies using cutting-edge genetic, 
epigenetic, metabolomic, and cell signaling methodologies. She focuses on identifying novel 
pathogenic mechanisms and therapeutic agents in pediatric-onset inflammatory, autoimmune, 
and allergic diseases, as well as understanding the molecular mechanisms underlying childhood 
autoinflammatory diseases and immunodeficiencies.

Zarina Thasneem Zainudeen
Advanced Medical and Dental Institute (AMDI), Universiti Sains Malaysia

Dr. Zarina Thasneem Zainudeen is a dedicated Lecturer in Immunology at the Advanced Medical 
and Dental Institute (AMDI) of Universiti Sains Malaysia. Her research interests are centered 
on primary immunodeficiency diseases, functional assays, and immunology. Dr. Zainudeen’s 
commitment to furthering knowledge in these areas has made her a vital young contributor to the 
field of immunology in Malaysia.
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